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selfishness, not from enlightenment. It has play only as between
opponents so called. It demands, therefore, the highest charity
and all the chivalry one is capable of showing towards those who
oppose or persecute one.

In the light of the above please consider and answer the
following charges they brought against you yesterday after you

had left.1

I find it impossible to believe any of the charges. You need
not answer them now* You may do so when I call on you.
But if you would give a categorical answer in writing, you may
do so.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. G.

From the manuscript of mahadev Desai's Diary, Courtesy: Narayan Desai

144.   COMMENTS ON A LETTER*

[Before June 16, 1925]

I have much pleasure in printing the foregoing as received.
Sardar Jogendra Singh has written from the depth of his heart.
I value his advice. I have a vivid recollection of the conver-
sation referred to by the Sardarji. He questions the advisability
of my having entered into the agreement with the Swarajists.3
Nine months have nearly gone by since it was entered into. But
I have seen no reason to repent of the agreement. I have sacri-
ficed no principle. The Congress is no preserve of any single
individual. It is a democratic body with, in my opinion, the
widest intelligent franchise the world has ever seen. For it gives
statutory recognition to the dignity of labour* I wish it was the
sole test. It accommodates all shades of opinion save violence
and untruth. TEe Swarajists had a perfect right of enforcing
their will by a battle of votes. I was unprepared for it; for I have
known the voting power to demoralize the people, especially when
the electorate has not been accustomed to use independent judg-

1 In the source here follows a sentence, obviously by Mahadev   Desai,
which reads:  Here follow charges about hindering even constructive work,
vilifying Congress members, collecting yarn without authority, refusal to de-
liver Congress furniture, etc.

2 This was written before C. R. Das*s death at Darjceling, which  took
place on June 16, 1925. For the text of the letter by Sardar Jogendra Singh,
mde Appendix I.

3 For the text of the statement, vide Vol.  XXV, pp. 288-9.